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CIRCLE MI  ROR TRANSFORMATION

At MSU Federal Credit 
Union, our mission is to 
provide superior service 
and to help make your 
dreams a reality.

We proudly support local 
programs and institutions 
that benefit the 
communities in which we 
work and live — such as 
the Old Town Playhouse.

Experience the  
MSUFCU Difference.
msufcu.org | 800-678-4968

with Each 
Performance
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together

By Annie Baker

-  
Director - Kristen Stewart

Assistant Director - Nancy Ferguson
Producer -  Stacia Sexton

Assistant Producer - Nick Viox
Stage Manager - Brett Sinclair 

Set Decor & Props - Alexandra Herryman
Costume Design - Sara Hartley 
Sound Design - Jake Neighbors 

Light Design - Bill Fishburn
Artistic Committee Liaison - Andrea Makarauskas

January 26 - February 4
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CAST
 

Marty - Debbie Hershey
James - Jan Dalton

Schultz - Dane Moeggenberg
Lauren - Beatrix Hills
Theresa - Tara Ziegler

From the Director - 
Welcome to our production of Circle Mirror Transformation. Our journey 
through Annie Baker’s beautifully crafted story has been one of discovery 
and connection. This play, set in a small-town community acting class, 
explores the intricate tapestry of human experience. 

As you immerse yourself in the world we’ve crafted, I want to take a mo-
ment to express my deep appreciation for the extraordinary team that 
brought this play to life. 

To my phenomenal cast – your dedication to your roles and to each other 
has been the heartbeat of this production. You’ve embraced your charac-
ters’ vulnerability, humor, and complexity, creating a mesmerizing dance of 
realism and artistry on stage. 

To the incredible team of designers and crew – thank you for every brain-
storming session, every problem solved, and every moment of artistic bril-
liance that you have contributed. This production wouldn’t have been the 
same without your extraordinary talents and your spirit of collaboration.

Circle Mirror Transformation is a celebration of life’s understated yet signif-
icant moments. It’s about the fleeting and profound connections we make, 
the personal growth we experience, and the unguarded revelations we en-
counter. As Baker eloquently puts it, the play is “a strange little naturalistic 
meditation on theatre, life, death, and the passing of time.” 

Thank you for joining us in this delicate, honest, and transformative experi-
ence. I hope you enjoy the show!

Kristen Stewart 
Director, Circle Mirror Transformation





CAST BIOGRAPHIES

Debbie Hershey - Marty:  Debbie is a profession-
al Fundraising Consultant. She has been involved 
with OTP for many years; most recently as the 
Director of 12 Angry Men, Company, Fun Home, 
and Indecent.

Jan Dalton - James: Jan currently works hard at 
being retired from his work as a legal profession-
al. A long-time veteran of OTP appearing in In-
decent, Moon Over Buffalo, 12 Angry Men, and 
The Mousetrap among many others.

Dane Moeggenberg - Schultz:  Dane is a pro-
fessional Writer and Musician. He’s been en-
gaged with OTP numerous times over the years. 
His most recent work was Moon Over Buffalo, 
Becky’s New Car, The Tempest, Fuddy Meers, 
1776.

Tara Ziegler - Theresa: Tara is a Genetics Partner-
ship Director and is excited to return to the stage 
here with OTP.

Beatrix Hills - Lauren: Beatrix is currently in High 
School. She is a newcomer to the Old Town Play-
house and this is her first production with us. 
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February 23 - March 16

April 5 - April 13

COMING SOON

May 3 - May 25



At Front Street Insurance, we believe the best 
insurance coverage is provided by a proactive 
partner who understands you, your needs, and 
what keeps you up at night. Let’s talk today.

Ready to have a frank conversation about insurance?
Contact one of our three centrally-located offices:

Take the drama out of 
finding the right coverage.

Proud to offer:

Front Street Agency
TRAVERSE CITY
231.922.9464

John Marshall Agency 
BEULAH

231.882.5591

Honor Area Agency 
HONOR

231.325.4011

www.frontstreetinsurance.com

“All of the world is a stage, and all of the men and women in it merely players. 
They have their exits and their entrances; and one man in his time plays many parts.” 

“As You Like It” Act ll Scene Vll - Shakespeare

We are proud to sponsor live theatre at 
Old Town Playhouse.
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In several plays set in Shirley, Vermont—a fictional small town—Baker 
creates seemingly simple stories about ordinary, working-class people 
facing familiar predicaments. Circle Mirror Transformation (2009) traces the 
emotional transitions and the relationships forged and broken among five 
participants in a community acting class, with each of several short scenes 
centering upon an acting exercise that draws out fragments of the char-
acters' personalities and histories. Baker's use of silence and slow, patient 
pacing illustrates that we communicate the most about ourselves in the 
gaps and blank spaces between the thoughts we put into words. The three 
disenchanted young men of The Aliens (2010), almost of a third of which is 
silent, inadvertently reveal their vulnerabilities in their verbal tics and cues, 
pauses and befuddlement. Frustrated ambitions and workplace malaise 
are themes Baker returns to in The Flick (2013). Idle talk of movies, art, and 
popcorn among the three young employees at a run-down movie house 
gradually gives way to tensions around class, race, and gender as their 
gestures of friendship and intimacy falter. Baker's empathy for her char-
acters and their anxieties is also clear in John (2015), as a young couple 
grapples with spiritual and philosophical questions in a Gettysburg, Penn-
sylvania, bed and breakfast run by a friendly but uncanny older woman.

In mining the minutiae of how we speak, act, and relate to one another, 
Baker captures the humor, absurdity, and tragedy that result from the 
limitations of language and our fraught search for more meaningful human 
connections.

Baker explores the complexities of 
human behavior and the ways in 
which language is often inadequate 
to build true understanding be-
tween people. With a keen ear for 
the subtleties of everyday speech, 
a masterful command of dramatic 
structure, and a willingness to allow 
silences to linger on stage (often to 
a point of discomfort), she brings 
to life the erratic rhythms of human 
interaction.

Annie Baker 
Playwright



WE’RE MORE 
THAN JUST NEWS. 
WE CAN MAKE 
YOUR BUSINESS 
NEWSWORTHY.

LET’S TALK ABOUT HOW WE CAN HELP 
ACHIEVE YOUR BUSINESS GOALS.
sales@9and10news.com



SUPPORTING LOCAL ARTS & DIVERSITY

BEST WISHES TO OUR
COMMUNITY AND FRIENDS
AT OLD TOWNE PLAYHOUSE



VOLUNTEER TECHNICAL CHAIRS
Kathy Verstraete - Costume

Bill Fishburn - Light
Sam Clark - Music

Bernadette Groppuso & Nan Worthington - Property
Kerr Anderson & Jeff Kroeger - Set

Gary Bolton - Sound
Denni Don Hunting - Stage Management

2023-2024 Artistic Committee
Terri Heffron (23-26), Chairperson

Andrea Makarauskas (22-25), Vice-Chairperson
Hayley Bowker (21-24), Co-Secretary

Betsy Willis (21-24), Co-Secretary
Bill Fishburn (22-25)

Elizabeth Stewart (21-24)
Joseph Truhe (23-26)

Cherie Van Maanen (22-25)

OLD TOWN PLAYHOUSE



SUMMER MUSICAL

June 7 - June 15

The Young Company



BRAVO SPONSORS

(231) 310-1915
222 East Front Street
Traverse City, MI 49684
https://www.minersnorth.com

231-947-2080 | 713 E. 8th St., Traverse City, MI 49686
print@tccopyshop.com | https://www.tccopyshop.com

231-929-3610
515 Wellington St, Traverse City, MI 
49686
info@jentees.com 
https://jentees.com

231-947-3940
1045 S Garfield Ave,
Traverse City, MI 49686
https://www.ccjewelers.us

 877-325-8031 https://www.myhonorbank.com
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Paul Jarboe -  President                     Kerr Anderson - Vice President
Chuck Moeser - Treasurer                  Marcy Hermann - Secretary

Michael Binstead                                Margaret (Peg) Brace
Nancy Brick                                         Karen Feahr
Carly McCall                                        Chris Radu
Lindsay Raymond                                HT Snowday
Rita Whaley

Deb Oetjens Jackson - OTP Executive Director 

OLD TOWN PLAYHOUSE STAFF
Deb Jackson, Executive Director
Phil Murphy, Artistic Manager
Gary Bolton, Production Resource Manager
Katie Clark, Business Manager
Jim Muratzki, Box Office Manager
Melissa May, Education Program Manager/Young Company Director
Jena Van Wagner, Marketing, JVW Marketing 
Don Kuehlhorn, Building Resources

BOX OFFICE
231.947.2210 option 2
Walkup hours: 3 pm-6 pm, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
Two hours prior to MainStage performances
One hour prior to Studio Theatre and Young Company performances
Tickets available on-line

EMAIL
office@oldtownplayhouse.com

OLD TOWN PLAYHOUSE



Traverse City's Only Locally Owned Paint Store
Serving The Grand Traverse Region and All of Northern Michigan

Color Your World

Northwood Paint & Supply
1299 S. Airport Road
Traverse City, MI 49686

Email: info@northwoodpaint.com
Phone: 231-947-8522
Web: www.northwoodpaint.com



23 24
TAKE 3 
SUN, OCT 1, 2023 - 7PM

BLKBOK 
SAT, OCT 7, 2023 - 8PM

BROADWAY BOUND:  
TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD
SAT, OCT 7, 2023 - 2PM

DISNEY LIVE: WHEN  
YOU WISH UPON A STAR
TUE, OCT 17, 2023 - 7:30PM

ICA MUSICAL THEATRE  
SHOWCASE 
THUR, OCT 19, 2023 - 7:30PM

ICA CHAMBER MUSICAL  
SHOWCASE
FRI, NOV 10, 2023 - 8PM

COMEDIAN LEWIS BLACK
SAT, NOV 11, 2023 - 8PM

PETE THE CAT GOES TO HOLLYWOOD
SAT, NOV 25, 2023 - 11AM & 1:30PM

THE BROADWAY TENORS:  
TIS THE SEASON
THUR, DEC 7, 2023 - 7:30PM

ICA SINGER-SONGWRITER SHOWCASE
FRI, FEB 9, 2024 - 8PM

BROADWAY BOUND: FUNNY GIRL
SAT, FEB 10, 2024 - 2PM

THE STEP CREW
SUN, MARCH 10, 2024 - 7PM

ARTRAGEOUS
SAT, APRIL 20, 2024 - 8PM

ICA SPOKEN WORD SHOWCASE
THUR, APRIL 25, 2024 - 7:30PM

THE MOTH
FRI, APRIL 26, 2024 - 8PM

BROADWAY BOUND:  
SIX THE MUSICAL
SAT, MAY 18, 2024 - 2PM

CITYOPERAHOUSE.ORG 
231.941.8082



EagleRecordTRAVERSE CITY

www.record-eagle.com

120 W. Front Street     •     231-946-2187

Fresh
The families of the Record-Eagle are proud to support 
Old Town Playhouse. We are here with you every step 
of the way. Bringing the very best in news coverage, 
24-hours per day to Northwest Michigan families. 





Your financial future 
just got real.

REAL-TIME PLANNING TOOLS.
REAL-WORLD SCENARIOS.
REAL RELATIONSHIPS.

MEET YOUR 
FINANCIAL ADVISORS.

KEVIN C. BEAUDOIN
CHRISTOPHER RADU

Let’s get real. 231-486-0804
elemintwealth.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advice offered through Private Advisor 
Group, a registered investment advisor. Both Private Advisor Group and Elemint Wealth Management are separate 
entities from LPL Financial.
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      To Access Online Programs:
                            • Open your phone camera
                            • Hold (hover) over the QR Code to the right
                            • Click on the link that appears at the top of the phone screen
                                       

          
To Make A Donation 
via VENMO Scan Here

Please take our Audience 
Post-Show Survey. 
Thank you. 

SEASON SPONSOR

SEASON FOUNDATION SUPPORT

SEASON SUPPORTERS

CIRCLE MIRROR TRANSFORMATION SPONSOR



Tickets & Schedule:

OldTownPlayhouse.com

Box Office
3pm - 6pm Wed - Fri
(231) 947-2210 ext. #2

MainStage Theatre
148 E. Eighth Street 
Traverse City, Michigan 
(at the corner of Cass and E. 8th St,)


