
231.947.2210   |   OldTownPlayhouse.comTICKETS:

Box Office Hours:  Wed-Fri, 3-6 pm 148 E. Eighth St., Traverse City

Where community comes

together

“Originally produced by Playwrights Theatre of New Jersey and
developed with a commissioning grant from The Ensemble Studio

Theatre/ Alfred P. Sloan Foundation Science and Technology Project.” 

Produced by special arrangement with THE DRAMATIC
PUBLISHING COMPANY of Woodstock, Illinois

By D. W. Gregory
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Director -  Michelle Dungjen
Associate Director -  Karla Fishburn

Assistant Director / Stage Manager -  Rick Porter
Producer -  Anna Norris, Rachel Levine
Asst Stage Manager -  Patrick Cotner

Set Design -  Brian Dungjen
Props / Set Decor -  Kelly Roberts-Curtis, Wendy Roberts

Costumes -  Joiya Fishburn
Sound Design -  Gary Bolton
Light Design -  Bill Fishburn
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Lucy Bodie - Kathryn Schaub
Colin Bohash - Knef/ Berry 

Laura Ciccone - Marie Curie/ Board Member/ Shopgirl
Devin Dunlap - Tom Kreider/ Board Member/ Male Shopper

Deb Jackson - Shopkeeper
Chelsea Kaye - Mrs. Roeder/ Board Member

Cathy Louis - Jack Youngwood/ Reporter/ Dr. Frederick Flinn
Joelle Lynn Mabey - Harriet Roeder/ Elderly Widow

Ed Mulcahy - Mr. Lee/ Court
Kathleen Murdock - Sob Sister
Jared Oosse - Arthur Roeder

Danielle Pelshaw - Katherine Wiley, Irene Rudolph
Nicole Pence - Mrs. Michaels/Society Woman/ Photographer/ Board 
Michael Spry - Dr. Von Sochocky/ Edward Markley/ Lovesick Cowboy

Jena Van Wagner - Anna Fryer
Mara Van Wagner - Grace Fryer

Wren Walter - Grace Fryer 
Sam Whalen - Mrs. Alma MacNeil/Cecil Drinker

CAST
(alphabetical order)
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“Radium Girls is written to be performed by an ensemble of at least four men and 
five women, though a larger cast can perform it. OTP actors will be playing multiple 
parts in this show.”





At MSU Federal Credit 
Union, our mission is to 
provide superior service 
and to help make your 
dreams a reality.

We proudly support local 
programs and institutions 
that benefit the 
communities in which we 
work and live — such as 
the Old Town Playhouse.

Experience the  
MSUFCU Difference.
msufcu.org | 800-678-4968

with Each 
Performance



“… and the public doesn’t have much sympathy for an angry woman.”

These words have haunted and inspired me since first reading the script 
for the Radium Girls. What these women were able to accomplish in a time 
where women were still very much considered their husband’s property will 
always inspire me. I have been familiar with the story of the Radium girls 
for decades and when I saw that a stage play had been written I knew right 
away it was a story I wanted to tell. This is one of those beautiful moments 
where art and history intersect to tell a story that cannot be told enough. 
A story before workers rights were a thing in America. A time in America 
where women were not only fighting for their basic civil liberties, but, in 
this case, the right to work without being poisoned by their employers. The 
results of the fight waged by the Radium girls, along with Kathryn Wiley 
against U.S. Radium Corporation, can still be felt today. 

This show is dedicated to the brave women who have fought valiantly, even 
in the face of death, so that we don’t experience a similar fate. Please re-
member these brave women. 

There were the matchstick women in 1888 England and you will hear the 
term Phossy jaw throughout the show. This is in reference to the women 
who worked making and boxing matches and went on strike to expose the 
company’s poor working conditions. Conditions which caused Phossy jaw, 
due to the phosphorous used in making the strike anywhere matches. 

To the victims of the Triangle Shirtwaist factory fire of 1911…of the 146 
people who perished. One hundred twenty three were low income, immi-
grant female factory workers. Many of them chose to jump from the 9th 
floor factory floor instead of being burned alive. Their work conditions were 
deplorable.

And of course..to the brave Radium girls..who decided enough was 
enough…and fought…all without showing anger….because…the public 
didn’t have much sympathy for angry women.

They still don’t.

The fight is far from over. In March of 2024, the U.S. Marines announced 
they will no longer require female soldiers to wear pantyhose. The mind 
boggles. 

Michelle Dungjen, Director

Director’s Note
OLD TOWN PLAYHOUSE





Lucy Bodie *Kathryn Schaub* (she/they) Occupation: Under-
ground Toys; At OTP: Clue 

    
Colin Bohash *Knef/ Berry* (he/him) Occupation: Retired In-
dustrial Electrician; At OTP: Aged to Perfection: Screwballs & 
Suspense, Faces Off, The 39 Steps    

 
Laura Ciccone *Marie Curie/ Board Member/ Shopgirl*  Oc-
cupation: Radio DJ/ Mom; At OTP: New to OTP  
 

  
Devin Dunlap *Tom Krieder/ Board Member/ Male Shopper* 
(he/him) Occupation: NMC student; At OTP: Marian, Christ-
mas Schooner 

    
Deb Jackson *Shopkeeper*  Occupation: OTP Executive Di-
rector; At OTP: New to OTP stage    

 
Chelsea Kaye *Mrs. Roeder/ Board member* (she/her) Oc-
cupation: Customer Success in Regtech Software; At OTP: 
Sweet Charity, Tartuffe, Hay Fever    

 
Cathy Louis *Jack Youngwood/ Reporter/ Dr. Frederick Flinn* 
(she/her) Occupation: Retired; At OTP: Christmas Schooner, 
Something Rotten, Murder on the Orient Express, Cinderel-
la 

    

    
    

CAST BIOGRAPHIES
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At Front Street Insurance, we believe the best 
insurance coverage is provided by a proactive 
partner who understands you, your needs, and 
what keeps you up at night. Let’s talk today.

Ready to have a frank conversation about insurance?
Contact one of our three centrally-located offices:

Take the drama out of 
finding the right coverage.

Proud to offer:

Front Street Agency
TRAVERSE CITY
231.922.9464

John Marshall Agency 
BEULAH

231.882.5591

Honor Area Agency 
HONOR

231.325.4011

www.frontstreetinsurance.com

“All of the world is a stage, and all of the men and women in it merely players. 
They have their exits and their entrances; and one man in his time plays many parts.” 

“As You Like It” Act ll Scene Vll - Shakespeare

We are proud to sponsor live theatre at 
Old Town Playhouse.
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Joelle Lynn Mabey *Harriet Roeder/ Elderly Widow* (she/
her) Occupation: Events Manager, National Writers Series/ 
Visitor Information Specialist, TC Tourism; At OTP: Elf, Mar-
jorie Prime, Arsenic and Old Lace, Calendar Girls   
  

Ed Mulcahy *Mr. Lee,/ Court*   At OTP: The Play That Goes 
Wrong, Muder on the Orient Express, Cinderella, Escanaba 
in da Moonlight 

Kathleen Murdock *Sob Sister* (she/her) Occupation: Active 
Duty Coast Guard; At OTP: Marian    

 
Jared Oosse *Roeder* (he/him) Occupation:  Sales Repre-
sentative at Leelanau Enterprise; At OTP: New to OTP 
 

   
Danielle Pelshaw *Katherine Wiley, Irene* (she/her) Occu-
pation: Front desk/ Financials at a Dental Office; At OTP: 
Ripcord, Something Rotten, Murder on the Orient Express, 
Chicago, 

     
Nicole Pence *Mrs. Michaels, Society Woman/ Photogra-
pher/ Board #1 *  Occupation: Radio DJ, broadcasting/ 
Hospitality; At OTP: New to OTP    

 
Michael Spry *Dr. Von Sochocky/ Edward Markley/ Lovesick 
Cowboy*  Occupation: Retired Engineer; At OTP: Beauty 
and the Beast, The Christmas Schooner, Something Rotten, 
The Play That Goes Wrong 

    

CAST BIOGRAPHIES
(continued)



SUPPORTING LOCAL ARTS & DIVERSITY

BEST WISHES TO OUR
COMMUNITY AND FRIENDS
AT OLD TOWNE PLAYHOUSE



CAST BIOGRAPHIES
(continued)

Mara Van Wagner *Grace*  Occupation: Student at Kingsley 
High School; At OTP: New to OTP    
 

Jena Van Wagner *Anna Fryer/ Board*  Occupation: Market-
ing, Old Town Playhouse; At OTP: New to OTP stage  
   

Wren Walter *Grace* (she/her) Occupation: Student at West 
Senior High; At OTP: Schoolhouse, Rock, Live!, SpongeBob 
the Musical, Clue

Sam Whalen *Mrs. Alma MacNeil/Cecil Drinker* (she/
they) Occupation: Trainer at Hagerty; At OTP: The Play 
That Goes Wrong, Cry it Out, Murder on the Orient Express, 
Love, Loss and What I Wore 

Additional Production Team

SET BUILD
Annie Moeser

STAGE CREW
Vadim Manifold, Cameron Stefanski

COSTUME CREW
Gray Dungjen, Heidi Niederer

LIGHTING CREW
Colleen Hill-Rakunas, Stephanie Wesley

SPECIAL THANKS 
Tony Bero - Created/Recorded Sounds

OLD TOWN PLAYHOUSE
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VOLUNTEER TECHNICAL CHAIRS
Kathy Verstraete - Costume

Bill Fishburn - Light
Sam Clark - Music

Bernadette Groppuso & Nan Worthington - Property
Kerr Anderson & Jeff Kroeger - Set

Gary Bolton - Sound
Denni Don Hunting - Stage Management

2023-2024 Artistic Committee
Terri Heffron (23-26), Chairperson

Andrea Makarauskas (22-25), Vice-Chairperson
Hayley Bowker (21-24), Co-Secretary

Betsy Willis (21-24), Co-Secretary
Bill Fishburn (22-25)

Elizabeth Stewart (21-24)
Joseph Truhe (23-26)

Cherie Van Maanen (22-25)



WE’RE MORE 
THAN JUST NEWS. 
WE CAN MAKE 
YOUR BUSINESS 
NEWSWORTHY.

LET’S TALK ABOUT HOW WE CAN HELP 
ACHIEVE YOUR BUSINESS GOALS.
sales@9and10news.com



If you enjoyed today’s production of Radium Girls, check out one of these titles at 
the Traverse Area District Library for more on the often forgotten work of women:

Radium Girls by Cy (Graphic Novel) - Based on the true story, this graphic novel 
edition features colored pencil illustrations, many including one hue the artist refers 
to as “radium green”.

Radium Girls: The Dark Story of America’s Shining Women by Kate Moore - This is 
the popular nonfiction book based on the play. Also available as a Book Club Kit 
for your group to read together.

Radium Girls: The Scary But True Story of the Poison That Made People Glow in the 
Dark by Kate Moore - An easier-to-read version of the story for younger readers.

Code Girls: The Untold Story of the American Women Code Breakers of World War 
II by Liza Mundy - Reveals the vital role of over ten thousand women codebreakers 
in shortening World War II, saving lives, and breaking barriers, showcasing Ameri-
can courage, service, and scientific achievement often overlooked by history.

The Girls of Atomic City: The Untold Story of the Women Who Helped Win World 
War II by Denise Kiernan - the untold story of young women in Oak Ridge, Tennes-
see, recruited during WWII to work on a secret project, unaware they were enrich-
ing uranium for the atomic bomb.

Glow by Megan E. Bryant - This exciting new adult novel follows a young woman 
who wants to learn more about the mysterious glowing paintings she finds in an 
antique store and uncovers the truth about the Radium Girls of WWI.

Hidden Figures (DVD) - Discover the awe-inspiring journey of the black female 
mathematicians at NASA, whose groundbreaking calculations propelled America's 
space triumphs, a gripping narrative essential for understanding race, discrimina-
tion, and achievement in modern America, vividly brought to life in the Academy 
Award-nominated film.

Rise of the Rocket Girls: The Women Who Propelled Us, From Missiles to the Moon 
to Mars by Nathalia Holt - The remarkable tale of the pioneering female mathema-
ticians at Jet Propulsion Laboratory, whose brilliance and determination revolution-
ized rocket design, propelled the first American satellites, and paved the way for 
solar system exploration.

The Sisterhood: The Secret History of Women at the CIA by Liza Mundy - Unveils 
the vital yet overlooked role of women in shaping the CIA's history, shedding light 
on their pivotal contributions in espionage and national security, despite facing 
discrimination, and how their insights transformed intelligence gathering.

Booklist compiled by the Adult Services staff at the Traverse Area District Library, 
February 2024

OLD TOWN PLAYHOUSE

RADIUM GIRLS Reading List



BRAVO SPONSORS

(231) 310-1915
222 East Front Street
Traverse City, MI 49684
https://www.minersnorth.com

231-947-2080 | 713 E. 8th St., Traverse City, MI 49686
print@tccopyshop.com | https://www.tccopyshop.com

231-929-3610
515 Wellington St, Traverse City, MI 
49686
info@jentees.com 
https://jentees.com

231-947-3940
1045 S Garfield Ave,
Traverse City, MI 49686
https://www.ccjewelers.us

 877-325-8031 https://www.myhonorbank.com
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Paul Jarboe -  President                     Kerr Anderson - Vice President
Chuck Moeser - Treasurer                  Marcy Hermann - Secretary

Michael Binstead                                Margaret (Peg) Brace
Nancy Brick                                         Karen Feahr
Carly McCall                                        Chris Radu
Lindsay Raymond                                HT Snowday
Rita Whaley

Deb Oetjens Jackson - OTP Executive Director 

OLD TOWN PLAYHOUSE STAFF
Deb Jackson, Executive Director
Phil Murphy, Artistic Manager
Gary Bolton, Production Resource Manager
Katie Clark, Business Manager
Jim Muratzki, Box Office Manager
Melissa May, Education Program Manager/Young Company Director
Jena Van Wagner, Marketing, JVW Marketing 
Don Kuehlhorn, Building Resources

BOX OFFICE
231.947.2210 option 2
Walkup hours: 3 pm-6 pm, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
Two hours prior to MainStage performances
One hour prior to Studio Theatre and Young Company performances
Tickets available on-line

EMAIL
office@oldtownplayhouse.com

OLD TOWN PLAYHOUSE



Traverse City's Only Locally Owned Paint Store
Serving The Grand Traverse Region and All of Northern Michigan

Color Your World

Northwood Paint & Supply
1299 S. Airport Road
Traverse City, MI 49686

Email: info@northwoodpaint.com
Phone: 231-947-8522
Web: www.northwoodpaint.com
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TAKE 3 
SUN, OCT 1, 2023 - 7PM

BLKBOK 
SAT, OCT 7, 2023 - 8PM

BROADWAY BOUND:  
TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD
SAT, OCT 7, 2023 - 2PM

DISNEY LIVE: WHEN  
YOU WISH UPON A STAR
TUE, OCT 17, 2023 - 7:30PM

ICA MUSICAL THEATRE  
SHOWCASE 
THUR, OCT 19, 2023 - 7:30PM

ICA CHAMBER MUSICAL  
SHOWCASE
FRI, NOV 10, 2023 - 8PM

COMEDIAN LEWIS BLACK
SAT, NOV 11, 2023 - 8PM

PETE THE CAT GOES TO HOLLYWOOD
SAT, NOV 25, 2023 - 11AM & 1:30PM

THE BROADWAY TENORS:  
TIS THE SEASON
THUR, DEC 7, 2023 - 7:30PM

ICA SINGER-SONGWRITER SHOWCASE
FRI, FEB 9, 2024 - 8PM

BROADWAY BOUND: FUNNY GIRL
SAT, FEB 10, 2024 - 2PM

THE STEP CREW
SUN, MARCH 10, 2024 - 7PM

ARTRAGEOUS
SAT, APRIL 20, 2024 - 8PM

ICA SPOKEN WORD SHOWCASE
THUR, APRIL 25, 2024 - 7:30PM

THE MOTH
FRI, APRIL 26, 2024 - 8PM

BROADWAY BOUND:  
SIX THE MUSICAL
SAT, MAY 18, 2024 - 2PM

CITYOPERAHOUSE.ORG 
231.941.8082



EagleRecordTRAVERSE CITY

www.record-eagle.com

120 W. Front Street     •     231-946-2187

Fresh
The families of the Record-Eagle are proud to support 
Old Town Playhouse. We are here with you every step 
of the way. Bringing the very best in news coverage, 
24-hours per day to Northwest Michigan families. 
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      To Access Online Programs:
                            • Open your phone camera
                            • Hold (hover) over the QR Code to the right
                            • Click on the link that appears at the top of the phone screen
                                       

          
To Make A Donation 
via VENMO Scan Here

Please take our Audience 
Post-Show Survey. 
Thank you. 

SEASON SPONSOR

SEASON FOUNDATION SUPPORT

SEASON SUPPORTERS

RADIUM GIRLS SPONSORS

MEDIA SPONSORS



Your financial future 
just got real.

REAL-TIME PLANNING TOOLS.
REAL-WORLD SCENARIOS.
REAL RELATIONSHIPS.

MEET YOUR 
FINANCIAL ADVISORS.

KEVIN C. BEAUDOIN
CHRISTOPHER RADU

Let’s get real. 231-486-0804
elemintwealth.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advice offered through Private Advisor 
Group, a registered investment advisor. Both Private Advisor Group and Elemint Wealth Management are separate 
entities from LPL Financial.



Tickets & Schedule:

OldTownPlayhouse.com

Box Office
3pm - 6pm Wed - Fri
(231) 947-2210 ext. #2

MainStage Theatre
148 E. Eighth Street 
Traverse City, Michigan 
(at the corner of Cass and E. 8th St,)


